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Reading Through History is pleased to present: Landmark Supreme Court Cases. It includes

150 pages of the most the most significant Supreme Court judgements in United States history.

Whether you’re searching for cases related to Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Religion, or civil

rights, this is a go-to resource for anyone in need of an introduction to “the highest court in the

land.” This is sure to be a perfect fit for anyone wanting to brush up on the basics of notable

Supreme Court decisions. Court cases include: Marbury v. Madison, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown

v. the Board of Education, Tinker v. Des Moines, Miranda v. Arizona, Roe v. Wade and many,

many more! There is also an introductory unit which focuses on the procedures and history of

the United States Supreme Court. This is not intended for those doing in-depth research. It is

merely introductory information for those wishing to familiarize themselves with famous

Supreme Court cases, or those needing a brush up on the basics.
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United States v. O’BrienD. Texas v. JohnsonE. Buckley v. Valeo;Citizens United v. Federal
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StatesC. Roe v. WadeD. Griswold v. ConnecticutE. United States v. Alfonso D. Lopez

Jr.;McDonald v. Chicago Unit One: An Introduction to the Supreme CourtThe Supreme Court of

the United States The Supreme Court of the United States is one of the most important

institutions in the nation. Why does the Court exist? What is its purpose? When the U.S.

Constitution was written in 1789, there was only one court specifically mentioned. Article III of

the Constitution states “The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one

supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and

establish.”Unlike most other courts, the Supreme Court has more than one judge. In fact, there

are a number of judges, known as justices, who hear the cases brought before the Court.

When the Supreme Court first convened in February of 1790, there were six justices. Over the

years, the number has fluctuated from as few as five to as many as ten. At one point,

President Franklin Roosevelt had a plan to increase the number to fifteen, but this idea was

rejected. Currently, there are nine justices on the Court.The justice who presides over the

Supreme Court is known as the chief justice. The chief justice acts as the head of the judicial

branch of the government. The chief justice has many responsibilities. Not only does he

preside over oral arguments, but he also plays a large role in setting the Court’s agenda. Each

time a president is elected, he administers the oath of office, and in the event of a presidential

impeachment (and removal from office) he would preside over the Senate during those

proceedings.Aside from the chief justice, there are also eight associate justices. The justices

are appointed by the president. The president will select a candidate who is suited for the

position, usually someone who has been a judge for many years, although this is not a

requirement for the position. After the president has selected a nominee, the new justice then

has to be confirmed by the Senate through a majority vote. In more than 220 years of

Supreme Court nominees, the Senate has only rejected twelve of the president’s



selections.Once a Supreme Court justice has been appointed to the Court, they have this

position for life. This does not mean that they must serve for the remainder of their life; it

simply means they do not have to be concerned with reappointment or election. This way, they

are free to make the decisions they feel are necessary without having to worry about pleasing

the public, the president, or Congress. A justice can be impeached and removed from office,

but this has never happened. One justice, Samuel Chase, was impeached, but he was not

removed from office.Supreme Court justices are expected to maintain a low public profile. This

means they will not do many interviews or give opinionated public speeches. They do this to

protect their objectivity and preserve the public’s respect for their position.
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Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.”Unlike most other courts, the Supreme

Court has more than one judge. In fact, there are a number of judges, known as justices, who

hear the cases brought before the Court. When the Supreme Court first convened in February

of 1790, there were six justices. Over the years, the number has fluctuated from as few as five

to as many as ten. At one point, President Franklin Roosevelt had a plan to increase the

number to fifteen, but this idea was rejected. Currently, there are nine justices on the

Court.The justice who presides over the Supreme Court is known as the chief justice. The

chief justice acts as the head of the judicial branch of the government. The chief justice has

many responsibilities. Not only does he preside over oral arguments, but he also plays a large

role in setting the Court’s agenda. Each time a president is elected, he administers the oath of

office, and in the event of a presidential impeachment (and removal from office) he would

preside over the Senate during those proceedings.Aside from the chief justice, there are also

eight associate justices. The justices are appointed by the president. The president will select

a candidate who is suited for the position, usually someone who has been a judge for many

years, although this is not a requirement for the position. After the president has selected a



nominee, the new justice then has to be confirmed by the Senate through a majority vote. In

more than 220 years of Supreme Court nominees, the Senate has only rejected twelve of the

president’s selections.Once a Supreme Court justice has been appointed to the Court, they

have this position for life. This does not mean that they must serve for the remainder of their

life; it simply means they do not have to be concerned with reappointment or election. This

way, they are free to make the decisions they feel are necessary without having to worry about

pleasing the public, the president, or Congress. A justice can be impeached and removed from

office, but this has never happened. One justice, Samuel Chase, was impeached, but he was

not removed from office.Supreme Court justices are expected to maintain a low public profile.

This means they will not do many interviews or give opinionated public speeches. They do this

to protect their objectivity and preserve the public’s respect for their position.
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of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the

Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.”Unlike most other courts, the Supreme

Court has more than one judge. In fact, there are a number of judges, known as justices, who

hear the cases brought before the Court. When the Supreme Court first convened in February

of 1790, there were six justices. Over the years, the number has fluctuated from as few as five

to as many as ten. At one point, President Franklin Roosevelt had a plan to increase the

number to fifteen, but this idea was rejected. Currently, there are nine justices on the

Court.The justice who presides over the Supreme Court is known as the chief justice. The

chief justice acts as the head of the judicial branch of the government. The chief justice has

many responsibilities. Not only does he preside over oral arguments, but he also plays a large
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eight associate justices. The justices are appointed by the president. The president will select



a candidate who is suited for the position, usually someone who has been a judge for many

years, although this is not a requirement for the position. After the president has selected a

nominee, the new justice then has to be confirmed by the Senate through a majority vote. In

more than 220 years of Supreme Court nominees, the Senate has only rejected twelve of the

president’s selections.Once a Supreme Court justice has been appointed to the Court, they

have this position for life. This does not mean that they must serve for the remainder of their

life; it simply means they do not have to be concerned with reappointment or election. This

way, they are free to make the decisions they feel are necessary without having to worry about

pleasing the public, the president, or Congress. A justice can be impeached and removed from

office, but this has never happened. One justice, Samuel Chase, was impeached, but he was

not removed from office.Supreme Court justices are expected to maintain a low public profile.

This means they will not do many interviews or give opinionated public speeches. They do this

to protect their objectivity and preserve the public’s respect for their position. Supreme Court

Procedures The Supreme Court has many different rules and terms which are important to

know if reading about Court decisions. What are some of these?The Supreme Court convenes

each year on the first Monday in October. Their session will continue into June or early July,

although they do not hear cases during this entire time. They work in two week sessions and

then recess for two weeks. There is little free time as the justices are constantly working,

researching cases, writing court opinions, and deciding which cases to hear.Deciding which

cases to hear is a very important process. Over 10,000 cases a year are appealed to the

Supreme Court, but they only have time to hear arguments for about 75-80. Most of the cases

they receive come by appeal, meaning a lower court has already made a decision on the case,

but one party was unhappy with the decision. If the Court chooses to hear such a case, they

are utilizing “appellate jurisdiction”.If the Court were using “original jurisdiction” that would

mean no other court had yet heard the case. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction over

cases involving representatives from foreign governments and those in which a state is a party

(or states are in a legal battle against each other).Another method for a case to reach the

Supreme Court is through a “writ of certiorari” (sur-shee-uh-rair-ee). This is an order from the

Supreme Court to a lower court demanding that they send records on a case for review. As

with an appeal, this usually happens when one of the parties involved petitions the Court for

certiorari.In some cases, the justices might reach a decision with the information provided to

them. This is called a “per curiam opinion”. This is a short, unsigned statement of the Court’s

decision.When a case is accepted for full review, lawyers on each side must submit a “brief”. A

brief is a written statement that includes their legal arguments, important facts, and a list of

prior cases that they believe supports their side. Other parties not directly involved in the case,

but who also have an interest in the outcome, may submit briefs known as “amicus curiae” (uh-

mee-kuhs kyoo r-ee-ahy). This means “friend of the court” brief. These are submitted by

individuals, interest groups, and government agencies.After the briefs are filed, an attorney

representing each side is allowed thirty minutes to present their party’s case in a summary

statement. Justices can and do interrupt this process, challenging statements and asking for

further clarification. This process is known as the “oral arguments”.After hearing a case, the

Supreme Court always issues at least one written opinion. These are a vital part of the

process as the opinions act as a way for the Supreme Court to communicate with the lower

courts as well as to the American people.There are four different types of opinions that can be

issued. In a “unanimous opinion”, all of the judges decide to vote the same way. If the decision

is not unanimous, there will be a “majority opinion” and a “dissenting opinion”, both which

express the views of the judges in the case. The final type of opinion is a “concurring opinion”.



These are written by judges who agree with one side or the other, but have different reasons

for doing so and wish to make their opinions known. History of the Supreme Court The

Supreme Court is the highest court in the United States, and it plays a vital role in our modern

national government. Has it always been that significant? How did it become that way?The

Supreme Court is the only court specifically mentioned in the Constitution, but the document

was vague on how the Court was to operate and what its role was supposed to be. The

Judiciary Act of 1789 established the original Court with six justices. The Court was officially

organized on February 2, 1790.Today, being appointed as a Supreme Court justice is a high

honor, but in the earliest days of the Court’s existence, many people did not want the job and

several men, such as Patrick Henry, refused their nominations. In 1789, John Jay became the

Supreme Court’s first chief justice. During Jay’s tenure, the Supreme Court did very little. They

spent much of their time establishing rules and procedures. The Supreme Court did not even

hear its first case until 1791, and only four cases were heard by the Court during Jay’s time as

chief justice. In that era, the Court played a very minor role in the government. In fact, the

Supreme Court did not even have its own building until 1935.The Court’s role as a minor part

of the government would not last long. The third chief justice, John Marshall, helped the high

court become a powerful force. He served as chief justice for 34 years and handed down a

long list of decisions that expanded the powers of the Court, as well as helping to shape and

mold the course of the nation.Undoubtedly, Marshall’s most significant contribution was made

while reaching a decision in Marbury v. Madison. While writing the opinion for his decision,

Marshall declared that part of the Judiciary Act of 1789 was unconstitutional. Since that time,

one of the Court’s primary roles has been to determine the constitutionality of laws and

executive acts. This power to declare something unconstitutional is known as “judicial

review”.From time to time, the Supreme Court has exercised major influence over U.S.

domestic policy. One such period was the era of the Warren Court (1953-1969). Chief Justice

Earl Warren, and the Court he presided over, was largely responsible for the concept known as

“incorporation”. Incorporation utilizes the Due Process Clause of the 14th Amendment (no

state shall deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law) to apply

the Bill of Rights to state and local laws.Over the years, several justices have been called upon

to serve other duties while still sitting on the Supreme Court. For example, Chief Justice John

Jay negotiated a treaty with Great Britain. Justice Robert Jackson served as a prosecutor for

the Nuremberg Trials (which prosecuted Nazis for war crimes following World War II). Earl

Warren headed up the Warren Commission which investigated the assassination of President

John F. Kennedy.Aside from the first chief justice, John Jay, there have been many other firsts

for the Court. The first African American justice was Thurgood Marshall, the first female justice

was Sandra Day O’Conner, and Sonia Sotomayor was the first Latino. Only one man, William

Howard Taft, has served as both a Supreme Court justice and president. Unit Two: The

Marshall Cases Marbury v. Madison (1803) In the United States of America, the Supreme

Court frequently decides whether or not laws are constitutional. What is this power called?

Has the Court always had the ability to do this?In November of 1800, Thomas Jefferson

defeated John Adams, the sitting president, to become the 3rd President of the United States.

However, new presidents were not inaugurated until March of the following year. This meant

that Adams would remain in office for another four months.During those months, Adams

appointed several judges to district and circuit court positions. In fact, on March 3rd, just

before he left office, Adams appointed 16 new judges and 42 justices of the peace. Since they

were appointed at such a late period in Adams’ presidency, these judges became known as the

“Midnight Judges”. One man who had been appointed as a justice of the peace for the District



of Columbia was William Marbury. However, even though Marbury’s appointment had been

approved by the Senate, his commission had never been delivered to him. The new secretary

of state, James Madison, refused to deliver them, and the incoming Jefferson administration

considered the appointments to be void.At that point, Marbury petitioned the Supreme Court to

force Madison to fulfill his duties as secretary of state and hand over the documents. The

Supreme Court heard arguments for Marbury v. Madison on February 11, 1803 and

announced their decision on February 24th, 1803. They reached a 4-0 decision that Madison

should have delivered the papers in question, but they, as the Supreme Court, had no authority

to force him to do so (therefore, Marbury never did become a justice of the peace).However,

the decision reached in Marbury v. Madison has a greater significance. As the case unfolded,

Chief Justice John Marshall and the associate justices began examining the Judiciary Act of

1789. Chief Justice Marshall determined that there were parts of this law that were in conflict

with the Constitution. This raised the important issue of what should be done when a law

passed by Congress conflicts with the Constitution. Marshall determined that it was the Court’s

responsibility to follow the Constitution rather than the law. He argued that when he became a

Supreme Court justice, he swore an oath to uphold the Constitution. He also stated that if the

Court did not uphold the Constitution, then there was no point in having a written Constitution.

Finally, he pointed to the Supremacy Clause within the Constitution which states that the

Constitution shall be “the supreme law of the land”.This helped establish the concept known as

judicial review. Judicial review is the ability of the Supreme Court to determine the

constitutionality of a law, executive order, or administrative act. Marbury v. Madison did not

create the idea of judicial review, but it had never played a major role in American courts

before.On this basis, Marshall determined that the Judiciary Act of 1789 was unconstitutional.

As a result, Marbury’s request should not have been considered at all, and the law was

considered invalid. It was a controversial decision at the time and remains so today. President

Thomas Jefferson questioned John Marshall’s reasoning, claiming that giving the Supreme

Court the power of judicial review was dangerous as it could establish the Court as a ruling

body. However, regardless of how some feel about it, ever since Marbury v. Madison, judicial

review has been accepted as part of the American legal system.
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Ebook Tops Reader, “A Good Summary. This is not a deep treatise on decisions of the

Supreme Court. But in a short succinct read you get the gist of critical cases in the court's

history.  Now you have the various citations if you wish to delve further into a case.”

The book by Random House has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 3 people have provided feedback.
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